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Ash Wednesday Service 
February 26 

7:00PM 

The Alpha Course 
Sundays 
5:00PM 

Daylight Bible Group 
Tuesdays 
10:15AM 

So you say there’s no such thing 
as a Free Lunch? 

 

That’s what I used to think, too.  Doesn’t everything have some kind of string attached? Daily ads in the mail 
offer all sorts of “free” items that have a tag line with the purchase of or when you subscribe to. Quickly one 
realizes extra costs. 
 
A couple years ago, Ellen and I discovered an exception which was a very pleasant surprise. Having gone to 
Perrysburg to do some shopping, we noticed a new strip center under construction that had a sign for a Five 
Guys Burger & Fries stating it would be opening soon. We had been to a “Five Guys” when our son was liv-
ing in Pennsylvania, but this one would be close to us and we figured we would try it out.    
 
The next time we were in the area, we saw a lot of cars in the Five Guys parking lot and figured they were 
open. So we pulled in, parked the car, headed toward the door…only to discover it was locked.  That’s when 
we learned something else was going on. We were told that the official opening would be the next day. On this 
day, they were doing a trial run with members of the community who had been given tickets to come for 
lunch.  Understanding what was going on, we said we’d come back again…no problem.  Then the manager 
asked: Just the two of you? Come on in. Order what you want. Be our guest!  What a fun surprise that was… 
and a free lunch is exactly what we received! 
 
That isn’t the “norm” though, is it? Yet, as a people of faith, there have been a couple exceptions we recall.  
Jesus fed a multitude of thousands with two fish and five loaves of bread some young boy’s mother may have 
packed just for him. On that day, everyone ate freely…with twelve baskets of leftovers to spare! 
 
Even today, Jesus feeds us. Don’t we regularly come forward in worship looking for our free lunch? We call it 
by other names: Holy Communion or Eucharist…and we know a large price was paid in order to put it in 
place for us. It cost the very life of our Lord, Jesus. Yet, he paid the price so we might share His life & love 
freely. The meal seems so small…a wafer…a piece of bread…a sip of wine…but as we come with our hands 
open, it is to receive the very precious gift of Jesus’ body and blood that strengthens us in these days, and pro-
vides us a foretaste of the feast to come. Unearned…undeserved…unending…its pure gift, feeding us more 
than we need, and charging us absolutely nothing.  Ash Wednesday is February 26th.  Soon Lent will be in full 
swing to remind us of the significance of the cross…the price that Jesus paid…the gift we have received that is 
truly free: Life in Christ’s Love! 
 
                Grace and Peace, Pastor Blair 



 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 26th - 7:00 PM 

 
Mid-Week Lenten Services 

Beginning March 4th - 7:00 PM 
Soup Supper 6:00 PM 

Valentine’s Day 

The following article was taken from the internet and written by Mark Merrill 

This Valentine’s Day you will probably either send or receive a valentine from someone. More than a billion 
are expected to be given away in the United States alone. But just like many of our holidays, there’s a lot more 
behind it than just cards and gifts. There’s a true-life story. It’s a story that teaches us a lot about love, sacrifice, 
and commitment—the true meaning of Valentine’s Day. 

In the third century, the Roman Empire was ruled by Emperor Claudius II Gothicus. He was nicknamed Clau-
dius the Cruel because of his harsh leadership and his tendency for getting into wars and abusing his people. In 
fact, he was getting into so many wars during the third century that he was having a difficult time recruiting 
enough soldiers. 

Claudius believed that recruitment for the army was down because Roman men did not want to leave their 
loves or families behind, so he canceled all marriages and engagements in Rome. Thousands of couples saw 
their hopes of matrimony dashed by the single act of a tyrant. And no one seemed interested in standing up to 
the emperor. 

But a simple Christian priest named Valentine did come forward and stood up for love. He began to secretly 
marry soldiers before they went off to war, despite the emperor’s orders. In 269 A.D., Emperor Claudius found 
out about the secret ceremonies. He had Valentine thrown into prison and deemed that he would be put to 
death. 

As Valentine was awaiting execution, he fell in love with a blind girl who happened to be the jailer’s daughter. 
On the eve of his execution, with no writing instruments available, Valentine is said to have written her a son-
net in ink that he squeezed from violets. Legend has it that his words made the blind woman see again. It was a 
brief romance because the next day Valentine was clubbed to death by Roman executioners. 

St. Valentine gave his life so that young couples could be bonded together in holy matrimony. They may have 
killed the man, but not his spirit. Even centuries after his death, the story of Valentine’s self-sacrificing com-
mitment to love was legendary in Rome. Eventually, he was granted sainthood and the Catholic Church decid-
ed to create a feast in his honor. They picked February 14 as the day of celebration because of the ancient be-
lief that birds (particularly lovebirds, but also owls and doves) began to mate on that very day. 



Health Ministry 
St. John’s Health Ministry will be doing monthly blood  pressure checks the first Sunday of each month where you can 
have your blood pressure checked in Luther’s Café at 10:00 am.     

 

 

 

H.E.L.P. HOUSE & Food-thru-Faith 

Please pick up a few extra items while shopping and place 
your donations in the box marked “H.E.L.P. House” or bas-
ket marked “Food thru Faith” at the church entrance.  Your 
help is definitely appreciated!  During December, Food-thru
-Faith served 24 families which included 46 adults and 10 
children for a total of 56 people.   

 

 

 

Matthew 25 Ministries 

Thank you to everyone who is participating in the Matthew 25 Ministries.  We are still collecting prescription medicine 
bottles for 3rd world countries where doctors have nothing to dispense medication in.  Please continue bringing in your 
medicine bottles and don’t forget, we need the labels removed. 

Save Your Pop Tabs 
St. John’s is collecting pop/beer tabs to benefit the 
Ronald McDonald House.  Did you know the pop tabs 
pay the entire electric bill for the Ronald McDonald 
House?  Sometimes the smallest things can make 
the biggest difference. 

 

Care Group 

Interested in learning about the Care Group?  It’s not difficult.  You send birthday, anniversary, get well, etc. cards to a 
few families.  The church furnishes the cards.  It’s nice to be remembered and you‘ll feel good for doing the remember-
ing!  Questions, please see Debbie Ball or the church office.   

Lutheran World Relief Soap Drive 

Thank you to everyone who donated wrapped bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief.  The soap drive is  
continuing.  If you would like to donate, please put your wrapped bars of soap in the basket at the church entrance. 

 

2020 Altar Flowers/Eternal Flame Candle 

The 2020 Altar Flower/Eternal Flame Candle charts are posted.  If you would like to have the altar flowers or eternal 
flame candle in memory of or in honor of someone special, please sign up on the altar flower chart or the eternal flame 
chart posted in Luther’s Café.   

The altar flowers are $15.00 each or $30.00 for the pair and the eternal flame candle is $10.00. 

 

Thank You! 

Dear friends, 
Thank you so much for all your prayers and cards you sent with the teddy bear was so wonderful.  We love St. John’s and all our 
wonderful friends there.  We miss you all so much! 
Love, 
Roger and Judy Ruble 

Attention: 
Campers 2020 and their Parents 

If you or your child are planning to go to summer camp this year you can go online at www.lomocamps.org for a com-
plete listing of camps and activities.  Camp registration forms are also available online. Along with your registration , 
you must pay the camp fee by March 31st to avoid a $50 fee.  



 

 

St John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
December 9th, 2019 

380 Keny Blvd London, OH 43140 
 

Present were Tim Amling, Diane Miller Ryan, Kelly Cooley, Mike Wood, Scott Spohler, Pastor Miller and Keith Languell. Absent, 
Sharon Dillion. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Tim Amling at 7:00PM.  Pastor Miller opened the meeting with devotional seasonal reading by 
Max Lucado. 
 

Guests:  None 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Keith motioned to approve the minutes of November meeting and Scott Seconded; motion carried. 
 

Approval of Financial Report:  Scott motioned to approve the financial reports from November, Keith seconded, motion carried. 
Copies of those reports are in the church office.  Approximately 35 Pledge cards have been turned in. 
 

Correspondences:  None 
 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor reviewed attendance records and discussed recent visitors. 
Much has been going on here at St. John’s the last several weeks and the pace only accelerates in December. Many good things 
sought to show our presence and be engaged. All the hard work is much appreciated, and hopefully it lifts our spirits in doing so. 
Pastor reviewed the church activities and gave a brief overview of the ways we can offer outreach.  
Additionally, as we look ahead at the worship schedule for the Christmas season, I hope all our members are familiar with it and the 
variety it provides.  It’s a great time to invite family, friends and neighbors to come worship with us as we celebrate our Savior’s 
birth. Diane spotted an attractive postcard that the ELCA created, and we have personalized it for our own usage. It’s an easy way to 
extend an invitation. We hope everyone will! 
The schedule we are already advertising includes: Family Candlelight Worship at 7:00 PM and Festival Candlelight Worship at 
11:00 PM on Christmas Eve. Then the First Sunday of Christmas, December 29th, provides A Service of Lessons and Carols for 
Christmas. This will be a single combined worship at 10:00 AM. May the Joy found in celebrating our Savior’s birth be visibly felt 
among us. 
The wheels are turning, and the clock is ticking as The Alpha Course prepares to get started on Sunday, January 12th at 5:00. I’m 
glad to see some good support from our leadership in terms of participation. Keep encouraging others to “Come and See” what it can 
mean for them, and what it can mean for our congregation.  
 

IT Committee:    Speakers in the nursery to be installed this Sunday December 15th. 
Scott and Mike have fixed the projector – Many thanks to them for their hard work 
 
Fundraising:  Breakfast with Santa is this Saturday December 14th  
Events will be scheduled for 2020 and a calendar for council’s consideration will be presented. 
 

Christian Education: Advent wreaths were made at Sunday School last week.  
 

Youth:  Updates to follow for 2020 
 

Building and Property:  Mike and Scott will be replacing the bulbs in the sanctuary and the fellowship hall.   
Worship and Music:   The worship schedule we are planning for Christmas includes: Family Candlelight Worship at 7:00 PM and 
Festival Candlelight Worship at 11:00 PM on Christmas Eve. Then the First Sunday of Christmas, December 29th, provides A Ser-
vice of Lessons and Carols for Christmas. This will be a single combined worship at 10:00 AM. Mid-week Advent worship begins 
Wednesday 12/4 at 7:00 pm following the Soup Supper at 6:00 pm and will share “Holden Evening Prayer.” 
Old Business Item: Tim received the sign ordinances that have been updated by the city and the application cost $125.00. 
 

Old Business Item:  It was suggested that the Church get an AED- Automated External Defibrillator- Kelly has requested assistance 
from Madison County Hospital – Kelly should have an update by the next meeting. 
 

Old Business Items: Council will need to review the budget and 2 new computers need added into the budget next year. 
 

New Business: Annual Business meeting will be January 26th, 2020 after combined worship beginning at 10:00am followed with a 
potluck lunch. 
 

Special Reports: None 
 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

The next St. John’s Church Council Meeting will January 9th, 2020 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Kelly Cooley 



This Month 

Feb. 2   4:30 Alpha 
Feb. 9 12:15 Confirmation 
Feb. 11   7:00 Council 
Feb. 16 12:15 Confirmation 
Feb. 26   7:00 Ash Wednesday 
Feb. 28-29             Alpha Retreat 

Attendance and Finance 

Needing our prayers:  

Sean Sabulsky, Karen Morris, Tom Morris, Lois Newman, Derek Miller, Russ Palm, Ray Scharf, 
Roger Ruble, Donna Lewis, Sharon Heisler, George Maurer, Ed Kaufman, Cindy Cramer, Sam 
Carter, Robert Taylor, Emma Gaston, Grannie Kelly, Chris Brill, Bill Streit, Anita Boiven, Cheri 
Scurry, Gary Seckel, Linda Holloway, Shirley Mouser, Linda Steinhauser, Linda Geesling, David 
& Michelle Janesse, the family of Jamey Shiffer, the family of Becky Threlkil, our soldiers: Kenton 
Komives, Austin Allison. 

 

Attendance Averages for the Month of January 

2007- 154 2008-147 2009- 166 2010- 141 2011- 187 2012- 153 2013-122  

2014-170 2015- 117 2016- 121 2017- 95  2018- 86  2019- 95  2020–  87 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday 
  9:00    Traditional Worship 
10:00    Coffee Hour 
10:30    Adult Sunday School 
10:45    Contemporary Worship 
10:45    Children Sunday School 
  5:00    Alpha 
  3:00    DD Service 

Tuesday 
10:15     Daylight Bible Group   
  5:00     Yoga 
 

Church Council 
 

Tim Amling 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Keith Languell 
Scott Spohler 
Mike Wood 

Leaders 

Elizabeth Lassel:        Prison Ministry 
Diane Miller Ryan:           Disabled Min. 
Deb Ball:             Care Group  
Deb Ball, Melonie Fisher: Altar Guild 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a prayer request card in the church office.  In agreement with the HIPAA 
Law, a prayer request should not be published without the person’s knowledge. 

 

Attendance Averages for the Month of February 

2007- 131 2008- 155 2009- 182 2010- 160 2011- 168 2012- 167 2013- 134  

2014- 139 2015– 116 2016– 123 2017– 107 2018– 83 2019- 96  2020–  ? 

Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

February 
 

3.   Emma Gaston, Brian Farris 
5.   Kathy Erbaugh 
6.   Burke Mayne, Linda Ward 
7.   Roger Ruble 
10. Laura Toops, Debbie Lee 
11. Beverly Richards 
15.  Elizabeth Hazlett 
17. Karen Streit 
18. Lyllian Ball 
22. David Dillion 
26. Judy Stelz 

Finance Report December 2019 

Total:   
Dec. 2019 

 Actual YTD Actual 

 Income     $37,065 $247,247 

 Expenses     $23,661 $284,147 

 
Pos / (Neg)  
Net cash flow     $13,404 ($36,900) 



Worship Assistants for February 
 

Ministry 
  

Feb. 2 
 

Feb. 9 
 

Feb. 16 
 

Feb. 23 

Acolyte  
  9:00 
 
10:45 
 
  3:00 

 
Keith Languell 
 
Autumn Johnson 
 
Shaundra Sayre 

 
Al Datz 
 
Aodhan Kelly 
 
Shaundra Sayre 

 
Andy Wood 
 
Sophia Penwell 
 
Shaundra Sayre 

 
Tim Amling 
 
Chloe Cunningham 
 
Shaundra Sayre 

Communion  
Assistant 

 
  9:00 
 
 
10:45 

 
Jerry & Deb Ball 
 
 
John & D’Ann Stekli 
 

 
Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 
 
Nancy Penix 
Jeanne White 

 
Ruth Peters 
Amy McComas 
 
Dawn Johnson 
Linda Ward 

 
Al & Fran Datz 
 
 
Jarrod & Khara  
Cunningham 

Lector  
  9:00 
 
10:45 

 
Eileen West 
 
D’Ann Stekli 

 
Susan Friend 
 
Debbie Vecchiarelli 

 
Bobby Wood 
 
Diane Miller Ryan 
 
 

 
Karen Streit 
 
Dana Fisher 
 
 

Usher  
  9:00 
 
 
10:45 
 
 
3:00 

 
Jeff Blain 
Aaron Patrick 
 
Dale & Terri Widen 
 
 
Jeff Horn 
Charlie Elliott 

 
Shawn & Miranda 
Rodgers 
 
Keith Laguell 
Scott Spohler 
 
Jeff Horn 
Charlie Elliott 
 
 

 
George & Liz Lassel 
 
 
Gene Noble 
Rich Paysen 
 
Jeff Horn 
Charlie Elliott 

 
Mike & Bobby Wood 
 
 
Wally & Linda Ward 
 
 
Jeff Horn 
Charlie Elliott 

Greeter  
 9:00 

 
Gary Peters 

 
Al Rings 

 
George Lassel 

 
Andy Wood 

Power Point  
9:00 
 
10:45 
 
3:00 

 
Mark Erbaugh 
 
Josh Stekli 
 
Rebecca Bell 

 
Vici Geer 
 
Wyatt Eades 
 
Rebecca Bell 

 
Fran Datz 
 
Anna Spohler 
 
Rebecca Bell 

  
Liz Lassel 
 
Josh Stekli 
 
Rebecca Bell 

Offering 
Caregivers 

 Kelly Cooley 
Scott Spohler 

Tim Amling 
Keith Languell 

Mike Wood 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Altar Guild  Deb Henneman 
Terri Widen 

Deb Henneman 
Terri Widen 

Deb Henneman 
Terri Widen 

Deb Henneman 
Terri Widen 

Altar Flowers   George & Liz Lassel  Jerry & Deb Ball 

Eternal 
Flame 

 Jeff & Tonya Blain Jeff & Tonya Blain Jeff & Tonya Blain Jeff & Tonya Blain 


