
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

380 Keny Blvd. 

London, OH  43140 

The Chimes 

Christ in us, the hope of glory! April 2020 

740-852-1522 
stjohnslondon@sbcglobal.net 
www.stjohnslondon.org 

Coronavirus Issue   

Living in the In-Between 
 

We hear this kind of talk in the Church…how we are living in the in-between. Yes, as faithful Christians, we recognize 
that Jesus came to live among us, He died on the cross for us, and His resurrection brought us a promise of new life. This 
was a world-changing event and Jesus told his disciples to wait for the day on which He would come again. So, as we 
continue to live in the in-between, we see signs and we are signs of God’s kingdom present now. We watch and wait 
with hope for Jesus to be with us fully ...and to move us out of living in the in-between. 
 
There is a different kind of tension in our lives right now that reflects another way we experience life living in the in-
between: the world prior to the threat of the Corona Virus Covid-19 and the coming day that gets us beyond it. It’s un-
comfortable living these days of uncertainty, sometimes described as being at war with an invisible enemy, with poten-
tial casualties so alarming. Yet, we hear that we can help reduce casualties by joining ranks with those who are on board 
observing strict guidelines for our everyday living. We understand that we can curb the spread of infection by staying at 
home…separating ourselves from others (including family members outside our households)…even washing hands reg-
ularly makes a difference, and we’re seeing some hopeful signs. Doing these, helps us do our part, but it requires self-
discipline and it certainly isn’t easy.  
 

Yet, recall these words? We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us! (Phil. 4:13)   
So, how does Christ strengthen us?  Scripture and prayer are always the best places to start. Here are a few suggestions 
for keeping our hearts & minds in Christ Jesus whom we trust to lead us: 
 

-Watch St. John’s Weekly Worship on-line (connect through Face Book). It is our  hope to   
        keep recording in a way that allows you to view them according to your own schedule. 
 

- Weekly “Bible Project” devotions w/video & message. We plan to email these mid-week. 
 

-“The Bible in One Year” available as a free app for smart phones or shared on the internet. Look for a reference to 
Alpha or Nicky Gumbel who has interesting reflections on the readings. 
 

-“Pray as you go” available as a free phone app & also available on-line: pray-as-you-go.org 
                                                                                 (a nice 10-12 minute devotion) 
-“Pray as you stay” as above, but scroll down to the focus on present days.      (6-8 minutes) 
 

Also, Continue Phoning to check-in on one another. It lifts spirits on both ends of the call! 
 

Continue contacting Pr . Blair  (419-307-3521) and Debbie Carter (614-204-0759) with updates …questions…
concerns…prayer requests…whatever is on your mind…etc. 
 

Continue looking for God’s Blessings. They abound day-by-day and we give thanks for them! 
 

Continue being a Blessing for others through the offer ings we continue to provide in suppor t of St. John’s congre-
gational, community, and global ministry. The motto God’s Work…Our Hands reminds us there is work to be done even 
when our worship patterns are disrupted. 
 

These suggestions are not just a means to avoid cabin fever during the in-between, but are an invitation to grow in God’s 
grace, identify new purpose, and strengthen our Spiritual journeys.  
            Continued on Pg. 2 



 

 

 

Finance Report February 2020 

Total:   
Feb. 2020 

 Actual YTD Actual 

 Income     $22,169 $30,807 

 Expenses     $21,687 $43,856 

 
Pos / (Neg)  
Net cash flow     ($8,141) ($13,049) 

Needing our prayers:  

Sean Sabulsky, Aaron Patrick, Charlie Johnson, Jim Penix, Maria Caine Jeffers, Diane Swartz, Tom 
Morris, Lois Newman, Derek Miller, Russ Palm, Ray Scharf, Roger Ruble, Donna Lewis, Sharon 
Heisler, Ed Kaufman, Sam Carter, Robert Taylor, Emma Gaston, Grannie Kelly, Chris Brill, Bill 
Streit, Anita Boiven, Cheri Scurry, Gary Seckel, Linda Holloway, Shirley Mouser, Linda Stein-
hauser, Linda Geesling, David & Michelle Janesse, the family of Ron Friend, the family of George 
Maurer, the family of Karen Morris. 

 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a prayer request card in the church office.  In agreement with the HIPAA 
Law, a prayer request should not be published without the person’s knowledge. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
April 

 
1. Bruce Rafferty  
2. Pastor Blair Miller 
3.    Mr. & Mrs. Gary Peters  
4. Donna Toy 
8.    Clara Kuhn 
9.    Mark Erbaugh 
12. Ruth Blain, Marty Komives,  Gary Haman, 

Aaron Eades 
15. Debra Browning, Dana Fisher 
17. Wally Ward 
18. Elizabeth & Lillian Rafferty 
20. Vici Geer, Peg Saupe-Nisbet 
21. Bobby Wood 
22. Mary Komives (100 years young!) 
25. Mr. & Mrs. Bart McComas 
28. Mr. & Mrs. Ray Scharf 
30.  Willie Artis 

Church Council 
 

Tim Amling 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Keith Languell 
Scott Spohler 
Mike Wood 

Leaders 

Elizabeth Lassel:        Prison Ministry 
Diane Miller Ryan:           Disabled Min. 
Deb Ball:             Care Group  
Deb Ball, Melonie Fisher: Altar Guild 

 

Shed Cleaning Party  -  

Plans are presently on hold and will be revisited at a later date. 

This Sunday, April 5th, is Palm/Passion Sunday…the beginning of Holy Week which culminates on Easter: the Day of 
Our Lord’s Resurrection.  There can be little doubt that this year is going to feel rather strange to all of us as the experi-
ence of Easter we are so accustomed to sharing won’t be happening: at least we won’t be gathering in one place for wor-
ship celebration & most family gatherings will be curtailed as well.  Never-the-less, I can assure you Easter is coming 
with its  promise of New Life bringing Light to our darkness. That light shines for us already, as each and every Sunday 
is a little Easter celebrating the gift of God’s love greater than all our challenges!  
 
So as we continue to worship at home these next few weeks, I invite you to envision yourself present in the familiar 
place of St. John’s sanctuary.  We look forward with eager anticipation to a subsequent Sunday, yet to be identified, 
when we can safely gather together once again.  I am confident that when that day arrives, we will celebrate joyfully to 
share the Easter Acclamation: 

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen. 
Christ is Risen, indeed.  Alleluia! 

 
            Easter Blessings, 
            Pastor Blair 

 


