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Staying Home Issue   

We Watch…We Wait…We Wonder…We Pray 
 

These words provide insight for what our days have been like, and our lives have included.  In many 
ways they remind us of the Season of Advent with an element of watching and waiting…yet always in 
the context of God’s hope for us! As we are actually well into the Season of Easter, we know we are 
people of Hope due to the New Life we share thru the Light of Christ, our Crucified & Risen Lord. 
We continue to celebrate the fact that nothing separates us from the Love of God that is ours through 
Christ Jesus…including these days responding to a global pandemic that may feel dark, ambiguous, 
frightening and even a little discouraging. 
 
Into all of this comes a sign of encouragement. I mentioned this at the beginning of online worship 
this past Sunday, May 3rd. We’ve been waiting and watching for an indication that something good 
has happened to show our efforts of sheltering-in has helped, and some welcomed changes are on the 
horizon in terms of lifestyle. As Governor Dewine has started to slowly open up our state, churches 
are now beginning to make plans for how we can gather again for worship.  Obviously, we are look-
ing forward to this, but we also want to be realistic and responsible. 
 
First of all, everyone needs to anticipate some changes will be necessary.  There are many things that 
require careful consideration for the welfare of everyone. There isn’t much we can know for sure, but 
here are a few things we do know:   
 

1.)  As sheltering-in has been extended through May 29th, the first Sunday even able to be  
  considered is May 31st which happens to be the Day of Pentecost. 
 
 2.)  Maintaining appropriate distancing will be required, so normal seating will be effected.  
   Family units living together are able to sit together for worship. Individuals and couples are 
       their own households and should sit so that the six foot minimum distancing is honored  
       (side to side and front to back). 
 
3.)   Just the same as going into retail stores…facial coverings (masks) will be required for both 
       one’s own personal benefit, and even more importantly, for the benefit of everyone else.  
       (One will be provided for you if needed.) We have to remember the virus is still actively  
       present & precaution is essential. 
 
4.)  Our normal pattern of fellowship with a coffee hour will need to be curtailed for the time being 
       as we slowly inch ourselves back into a new pattern. 
                                                                                                           - Continued on following page 



 

Schilling Scholarship Fund 

The Andrew and Betty Schilling Scholarship Fund of St. John’s Lutheran Church was established in March 1985 by an 
initial donation in the honor of the Schillings from Harold Rhodes.  It is a perpetual fund with the earnings to be used to 
provide financial assistance to members of St. John’s Lutheran Church of London, Ohio in further education beyond the 
secondary level.  If you are interested in applying for this scholarship, applications are available on the information table 
at the church entrance.  The deadline to apply is May 31st and the scholarships will be awarded in August. 

 

 

Schilling Scholarship Application 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
380  Keny  Blvd. 

London, Ohio 43140 
 
Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number__________________________________________ 
 
College Attending_________________________________________ 
 
   Freshman   Sophomore   Junior   Senior    
 
A sentence or two about your future plans 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you maintained active membership at St. John’s during the past year?  ________________ 
 
How have you served or participated in the church activities in the last two to three years? 
______________________________________________      
______________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________  
 

Please fill out this application and mail it to the church office no later than May 31, 2020.  No applications 
will be accepted after that date.  Applications will be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee. You will be 

notified by July 1. The scholarships will be awarded in Aug. 2020. 

Continued from previous page… 
 
Everything we do must be prayerfully thought out as an expression of the love we strive to demonstrate for 
each other. Stay tuned as our plans continue to develop. 
Many things will be taking place behind the scenes to keep our space healthy, and we anticipate everyone will 
do their part in helping achieve the goal of worshiping and giving thanks to God together…safely & with eve-
ryone’s best interest at hand.  
 
Remember, Sunday May 31st is presently a tentative date. We will follow-up later with additional information 
to help with making the best decision that is right for you. Comfort levels will vary. Even if we are able to 
worship on May 31st …that may not be right for you…and that’s okay. Our main goal is health and safety first!     
We love the Lord. We celebrate His love for us. We share that love for each other! 
 
                             You see…no matter where we are, we are still together in Christ! 
           Pastor Blair 



 

 

Needing our prayers:  

Sean Sabulsky, Aaron Patrick, Charlie Johnson, Maria Caine Jeffers, Diane Swartz, Tom Morris, 
Lois Newman, Derek Miller, Russ Palm, Ray Scharf, Roger Ruble, Donna Lewis, Sharon Heisler, 
Ed Kaufman, Sam Carter, Robert Taylor, Emma Gaston, Grannie Kelly, Chris Brill, Bill Streit, 
Anita Boiven, Cheri Scurry, Gary Seckel, Linda Holloway, Shirley Mouser, Linda Steinhauser,  
Linda Geesling, David & Michelle Janesse. 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a prayer request card in the church office.  In agreement with the HIPAA 
Law, a prayer request should not be published without the person’s knowledge. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
May 

 
2.    Jim Dillion 
3. Elmer Olsen, Keith Farris 
4. Noah McComas 
5. Derek Miller 
11. Ryan Browning, Jace Penwell 
12. Fred Heckel 
14. Nathan Ernst 
17. Savanna Burke 
19.  Fran Datz, Mr. & Mrs. Vanderpool 
20.  Dale Widen 
21. Dorothy Amling 
24.  Mr.& Mrs. Rich Paysen 
25. Nancy Penix 
26. Brooklyn Fraley 
27.  Pastor Blair and Ellen Miller 

Church Council 
 

Tim Amling 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Keith Languell 
Scott Spohler 
Mike Wood 

Leaders 

Elizabeth Lassel:        Prison Ministry 
Diane Miller Ryan:           Disabled Min. 
Deb Ball:             Care Group  
Deb Ball, Melonie Fisher: Altar Guild 

 

 

Care Group 

Interested in learning about the Care Group?  It’s not difficult.  
You send birthday, anniversary, get well, etc. cards to a few fam-
ilies.  The church furnishes the cards.  It’s nice to be remembered 
and you‘ll feel good for doing the remembering!  Questions, 
please see Debbie Ball or the church office.   

Prayers and Sympathy 

Our prayers and sympathy to Elmer and Charlene Olsen and family of the death of their son-in-law Paul Lamb.  Paul 
passed away on May 3rd.  Our prayers and sympathy also to Melonie and Dave Fisher and family on the death of Mel-
onie’s sister, Peggy Ferguson.  Peggy died unexpectedly on April 28th. 



Copied from the Internet & co-published by Paul Chernyak, LPC 

The expression "bloom where you're planted" means a person should take advantage of the opportunities they 
have in their life and be grateful for the present situation. Oftentimes, if you're unhappy with where you're at in 
life, you may struggle with this notion. However, there are many things you can do to thrive even in circum-
stances that are not ideal. First, work on cultivating the right mentality. Try to appreciate the present and ac-
cept changes and setbacks. Second, look for opportunity where you can. Take risks, make connections, and 
work your hardest. Last, make the most of each day. Try to be a positive force from one day to the next and, 
eventually, you will bloom.  


