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Staying Home Issue   

Lead us not into temptation… 
Deliver us from evil. 

 

These are not the words that I thought I would be greeting you with as we enter the month of June. 
Typically at this time of year we are focused on things to celebrate: graduations, weddings, reunions, 
Father’s Day, and the family & friends who share with us in joy.  Along with this, we have anticipated 
a certain sense of joy we trust many of us are feeling as we draw closer to worshiping together again.  
It will soon be three months since we began “sheltering in”…that’s a long time…but we did it hoping 
that its benefits would be measurable and viewed as being the right thing to do. During all this time 
we have focused on self-care and the well-being of others.  
 
So how does the above title fit-in?  It wouldn’t be too difficult to connect some dots with Covid-19 
and the global pandemic. Some were tempted to dismiss it as a hoax. Some were tempted to cut cor-
ners to play by our own set of rules. There can be no doubt that the darkness, the sickness, and the 
death associated with this virus feels like evil personified.  Yet, who would have guessed things could 
get worse? 
 
The past several days, the words: Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil have become a 
mantra playing over and over in my head.  In a short period of time, we have seen how an absolutely 
horrific event that led to the death of a man named George Floyd has escalated to the point that it feels 
like the gates of hell have opened.  Yes, racial injustice is still a daily reality that many are tempted to 
ignore. Yes, the initial protests were legitimate and sought to be peaceful while sharing a voice that 
needs to be heard.  Yes, is also the answer we can give to this question: Have you seen signs of evil 
where a face can actually be put on it? YES! 
 
We have seen it on the face of a police officer placing his knee on the neck of his  victim until there 
was no breath left in him.  We have seen a valid protest get lost in the mayhem reflected in violence 
and destruction. We have seen total disregard for others’ well-being shown as vandalism defaced pri-
vate property & businesses and desecrated St. Patrick’s Cathedral and other places of faith. We’ve 
seen looting and laughing. We’ve seen police cars torched, windshields smashed, and officers injured 
as criminals shared a celebration dance. We have also seen something for which we were unprepared 
and caught off guard: the very core of what our country stands for and is based on…not only threat-
ened but attacked. Anarchy was visibly present as fires burned near and around the While House. This 
great injustice has now over-shadowed authentic quests for justice. This is not the dream the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. shared nor is it the life to which our Lord Jesus calls us.  
      
                 -Continued on following page 



Wyatt Eades 
Wyatt is a 2020 Madison Plains 
graduate and will be continuing an  
apprenticeship to become an  
electrician. 

Christopher Ernst 
Christopher is a 2020 Madi-
son Plains graduate and will 
be attending The Ohio State 
University in pre-med.  
Christopher will also begin 
an STNA class at the end of 
June. 

Kayle Mast 
Kayle is a 2020 graduate 
from Wilmington College 
with a degree in Agronomy.  
Kayle has recently opened up 
her own photography studio, 
Kayle Mast Photography. 

Congratulations 2020 Graduates!! 

 

 

Continued from page 1 
 
We’re all ready to end this period of sheltering-in due to the pandemic…but at the same time are be-
ing advised not to be tempted to do things too quickly.  That being said, we also can’t be tempted to 
dismiss the even larger threat we may be feeling as a country, and the evil it represents. So what can 
we do?  We can become prayer warriors from the shelter of our homes praying to the One who 
brought order out of chaos in the first days of creation. We can pray when we are alone or gathered 
together for worship for the general welfare of the world: that law & order can be restored with a re-
newed sense of peace. We can pray wherever we are and in the silence of our hearts that our own fears 
will give way to the truth that is ours only through Christ our Lord.  May we discover peace in know-
ing that no matter how bleak things look and feel around us…how troubled these days may seem…
how broken this world appears, one thing remains certain:  Jesus is Lord! and no spirit of evil or ha-
tred can ever overcome the Spirit of God’s Love celebrated through us.  
 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.   Amen 

Our graduating seniors didn’t exactly get the kind of ending to their senior year that they anticipated.  Missing out on 
prom, the excitement of the last few days of school, senior skip-out day (if they even do that anymore this group had the 
longest one in history!), missing out on spring sports, missing out on Senior Recognition at Church (but we haven’t for-
gotten you!), and even missing out on the traditional graduation ceremony celebrated with family and friends.  But, if 
you look at this group, they are all still smiling!  Your St. John’s family is so proud of all of you and we wish you  
nothing but the very best! 

 



St. John’s Plan to Begin Face-to-Face Worship 
Starting Sunday, June 14

th
  

 

 

This information seeks to inform and guide the congregation so all will know  
what to expect as well as what will be expected of everyone in attendance: 

 
 

 *As we gradually inch our way back into a worship pattern, 
     we will begin by having One Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 *There will be no Sunday School for adults or children, which 
    would be the case anyway during the normal summer break. 
 
 *Respecting personal space with social distancing (6 feet) maintained,  
    we will use great care in how we enter, exit, and sit during worship. 
 
 *We will sit in every other row and allow 6 feet distance from side to side. 
    Ushers will help guide with seating.  Household units may sit together. 
 
 *The Order for Worship will be projected on the front wall. No hymnals will 
   be available or necessary. Announcement sheets may be picked-up on way in.  
 
 *Facial covering is strongly advised & this also demonstrates we care about     
    the welfare of others.  Masks will be available if one arrives without one. 
 
 *We will refrain from shaking hands & Sharing the Peace may be excluded. 
 
 *Offering Plates will be positioned at both points of entrance, and offerings  
     may be placed there as you enter or exit. 
 
 *There will be specific instructions for when/how we share Holy Communion. 
 
 *For exiting after worship, we will dismiss by rows starting at the rear. 
 
 *Restrooms are available if needed.   
                 We request restroom usage be limited to one-at-a-time. 
 
 *We will not be sharing Fellowship/Coffee hour at the present time.  
 
 *Weekly worship will be recorded live for on-line & DVD viewing later. 

 
We look forward to seeing you, but the timing may not be right for everyone.  
The recordings provide a good option until the time is right for you to come.    



 

 

Needing our prayers:  

Officer Russ Weiner, Sean Sabulsky, Aaron Patrick, Charlie Johnson, Maria Caine Jeffers, Diane 
Swartz, Tom Morris, Lois Newman, Derek Miller, Russ Palm, Ray Scharf, Roger Ruble, Donna Lewis, 
Sharon Heisler, Ed Kaufman, Sam Carter, Robert Taylor, Grannie Kelly, Chris Brill, Bill Streit, Anita 
Boiven, Cheri Scurry, Gary Seckel, Linda Holloway, Shirley Mouser, Linda Steinhauser, Linda Gees-
ling, David & Michelle Janesse, The family of Esther Baker. 

 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a prayer request card in the church office.  In agreement with the HIPAA 
Law, a prayer request should not be published without the person’s knowledge. 

 

4.    Christopher Ernst, Gracie Gaston 
6.    Mr. & Mrs. Dale Johnson 
7.    Clayton Burke 
       Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Ball 
       Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Olsen 
8. Dorene Browning, Ruth Peters 
9. Allan Datz, Jaxon Cunningham 
11.  Mr. & Mrs. Jim Penix 
13. Tim Amling 
14. Jordan Toops, Anna Spohler 
15. Kayla Kelley 
16. Diane Miller-Ryan 
17. Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Ernst,  
        Andy Wood 

19. Mr. & Mrs. Wayman West 
20. Rae Ann Wright 
21.  Dawn Johnson  
        Mr. & Mrs. Jim Dillion 
22. Mary Kay Simpson 
24.  Kate Sparks 
25. Carol Waggoner, Liz Lassel 
26. Dalton Cunningham 
27. Eric Friend, Elisabeth Friend 
28. Marie Wood 
29. Mr. & Mrs. Steve Cooley 
        Mr. & Mrs. Fred Heckel 
30.  Rebecca Bell 

Church Council 
 
Tim Amling Keith Languell 
Kelly Cooley Scott Spohler 
Sharon Dillion Mike Wood 

Leaders 

Elizabeth Lassel:        Prison Ministry 
Diane Miller Ryan:           Disabled Min. 
Deb Ball:             Care Group  
Deb Ball, Melonie Fisher: Altar Guild 

 

 

Prayers and Sympathy 

Our prayers and sympathy to Pastor Larry Baker and family on the recent passing of his mother, Esther Mae Baker.   
Esther entered to the Church Triumphant on May 22nd.   

Kroger Rewards 

Thank you to everyone participating in the Kroger 
Community Rewards program. Those who shopped 
at Kroger between 2-1-2020 and 4-30-2020, helped 
contribute to the $84.97 total donation St. John’s will 
be receiving.  The Kroger Rewards goes into our 
Ekedahl Fund.  

St. John’s Quarterly Commitment to the Help House - June 15 

St. John’s will be cooking for the Help House on Monday, June 15th beginning at 9AM at St. John’s.   
Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal and the following food donations are needed: 

10-  #10 cans green beans  13 loaves of bread 

20 lbs. potatoes   22 doz. cookies 

3 lbs. cooking onions   250 plastic sandwich bags 

250 plastic snack bags 
 
You can drop off you donations at the church, Monday thru Friday from 12:00 – 2:00PM and the door will be 
unlocked.  Question??? Call Fran at 740-852-5753 or the church office. 

June Birthdays and Anniversaries 


