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Determining What Is Genuine vs. What Is Fake 
  

            -Pastor Blair 

One of Jesus’ parables shared recently spoke of a merchant in search of fine pearls. When he 
found one of great value, he sold all he had and bought it. As Jesus was making a point, it also 
reminded me that not all pearls share the same value. Those described as genuine cultured 
pearls require a long period of time to form naturally inside an oyster while simulated pearls 
are manmade, require less time to develop, and look so realistic that many can be fooled into 
thinking they are genuine when real experts would tell us they are fake. The same is true with 
diamonds and other precious stones. There’s a big difference between what is genuine & what 
is fake.   
 

Along the same line are some of the stories we share about ourselves and others.  I know some 
people who have a real knack for telling a good story…but not every story is genuinely true.  
There are “fish stories” in which the fish grow bigger with every telling. There is “gossip” that 
may have started with a hint of truth, but truth is not considered essential for those whose ears 
are just itching to hear a good story that happens at someone else’s expense! What about things 
we hear on the news? Sometimes celebrities create stories that are merely publicity stunts 
seeking to gain attention. Stories also get made up to cause one person to look better or to 
damage someone’s reputation.  It’s hard to determine what news is genuine & what is fake!      
 

I’m sharing this because last week a situation took place that appeared legitimate …seemed 
genuine…but it wasn’t…it was a scam. Last Thursday, four different members of St. 
John’s called me to ask if I had sent them a text message requesting gift cards for what ap-
peared to be a worthy cause. I had not…nor would I. One of the individuals observed it wasn’t 
my phone number but thought I may have gotten a new one. She also noticed a couple things 
seemed out of character: a misspelled word along with signing Rev. Blair Miller (rather than 
the more familiar Pr. Blair). It isn’t unusual for pastors to be approached by people seeking 
monetary help, but please know that I would never text anyone to solicit your help. Even if I 
knew you were willing and able, I would speak with you directly. Isn’t it a shame that there are 
those who prey on the kindness of others to deceive and take advantage of them …especially 
during times like this when everyone is feeling so challenged, yet so willing to graciously 
help? That’s one thing that is really genuine we can celebrate! 
           
          -Continued on following page 



H.E.L.P. HOUSE & Food-thru-Faith 

Please pick up a few extra items while shopping and place your donations in the box marked “H.E.L.P. House” or basket 
marked “Food thru Faith” at the church entrance.  Your help is definitely appreciated!  During June, Food-thru-Faith 
served 14 families which included 21 adults and no children for a total of 21 people.   

Food thru Faith is in need of canned carrots, jelly and mixed vegetables. 

 

 

 

 

 

Schilling Scholarship  

Schilling Scholarships will be awarded to all recipients on Sunday, August 2nd at the 10AM worship service.  The  
scholarships are awarded to help offset the cost of the students’ tuition or books.  If possible, we ask recipients plan to 
attend the worship service (10AM) to receive your scholarship and tell us a little about your future plans. 

The following was taken from Bible Digest  and submitted by Rick Laing, Highland Village Church of Christ, Austin, TX 

Frantic? Or Faithful? 

When Elijah fled from the threats of Jezebel, he was asking God to take his life (1 Kings 19:4). The Lord then led Elijah 
to Mount Horeb (Sinai), where Elijah confessed to the Lord that he was the only prophet left. All the others had been 
killed (1 Kings 19:10). 

Even though Elijah had just been given an immense victory over Jezebel and her prophets; in a matter of days he thought 
the battle was lost. His world had seemed to turn upside down, but God was not finished. He had plans to finish this par-
ticular battle, and Elijah was a key player. 

We too, can observe the world around us, and become frantic due to all the chaos and upheaval, but we need to remain 
faithful. People will always cause problems on this earth, but God is steadfast, immovable. Jesus said; “I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). Don’t become frantic. Be faithful. The Lord knows what He is doing. 

 

Help House 

The H.E.L.P. House exists to serve children, families, and individuals in poverty by providing food, 
clothing, and God’s love. We focus on recognizing their struggles within a loving environment along 
with dignity and respect. 

Items needed are: 

Children infant-12 

Dolls and doll clothing, games, gloves and scarves. 
 

Teens 13-18 

Toothbrushes and toothpaste, soap, deodorant, mouthwash, hairspray, shampoo, jewelry, gloves, 
scarves, socks and games. 

Continued from page 1 
 

It’s a crazy mixed-up world we live in. I guess it always has been and probably always will be. 
There are people looking to be faithful and doing good things, and there are con-artists trying 
to dupe us into thinking what is fake is genuine & what is genuine is fake.  The bottom line for 
us is our need for keeping our eyes and ears opened to the only thing we know is both certain 
and genuine.  It’s the love of God that is ours through Christ Jesus. It’s His love that is  
stronger than every challenge. It’s His promise to be present with us always. This Truth guides 
us to help others know God’s Love is not a scam…it isn’t fake…it’s genuinely here, and for  
us all! 



 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a pray-
er request card in the church office.  In agreement 
with the HIPAA Law, a prayer request should not 
be published without the person’s knowledge. 

Church Council 
 

Tim Amling  Keith Languell 
Kelly Cooley  Scott Spohler 
Sharon Dillion  Mike Wood 
 

Next Council Meeting:  
Wednesday, August 12th at 6PM  

in person at the church. 

Prayer During a Pandemic 

Loving God, Holy One, Your desire is for our wholeness and well-being.  We hold in tenderness and prayer the collec-
tive  
suffering of our world at this time. 
 
We grieve precious lives lost and vulnerable lives threatened. 
We ache for ourselves and our neighbors, standing before an uncertain future. 
 
We pray: may love, not fear, go viral.  Inspire our leaders to  
discern and choose wisely, aligned with the common good. 
 
Help us to practice social distancing and reveal to us new and creative ways to come together in spirit and in solidarity. 
 
Call us to profound trust in Your Faithful presence, You, the God who does not abandon, You, the Holy One, breathing 
within us, breathing among us, breathing around us in our  
beautiful yet wounded world. 
 
(Sisters of IHM, Scranton, PA: Sr Katie Clauss, IHM) 

Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

August 
 

5.    Debbie Carter 
9.    Mary Burke 
14.  Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Ball 
16.  Khara Cunningham 
18. Betty Thompson, Herb Hazlett 
19. Tonya Blain 
20.  Mr. & Mrs. Mark Browning 
21.  Debbie  Larkins 
22.  Mr. & Mrs. Derek Fisher 
25.  Victoria Patrick, Anne Paysen,  
        Mr. & Mrs. Mike Toy 
26.  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Jasper 
28.  Valerie Eades 
29.   Deb Vanderpool 
31.   Milt Boerger (92 years young!) 

Sean Sabulsky  
Bill Hodosko 
Aaron Patrick 
Tom Morris 
Sam Carter 
Roger Ruble 
Russ Palm 
Bill Streit 
Chris Brill 

Donna Lewis 
Anita Boiven 
Shirley Mouser 
Robert Taylor 
Lois Newman 
Derek Miller 
Gary Seckel 
Cheri Scurry 
Ray Scharf 

Sharon Heisler 
Maria Caine Jeffers 
Diane Swartz 
Grannie Kelly 
Linda Holloway 
Linda Geesling 
Linda Steinhouser 
David & Michelle Janesse 

Current Prayer Concerns: 

Keep Alert...Avoid this Scam 

There have been recent attempts to send texts to church mem-
bers appearing to be coming from their pastor or priest  
seeking gift cards, etc.  If you receive one, please ignore it 
and block the number.  If I need your help... 
                                      I’ll call you directly so we can talk!  
                                                                                                                                                             
     Thanks,  
     Pastor Blair 

 



Worship Assistants for August 

 

 

Ministry  August 2 August 9 August 16 August 23 August 31 

Acolyte  
 10:00 
 

 
Andy Wood 

 
Nancy Hodosko 

 
Gene Noble 
 

 
Tim Amling 

 
Keith Languell 

Lector  
10:00 
 

 
Sharon Dillion 

 
Kelly Cooley 

 
Elaine Komives 

 
Linda Ward 

 
Bobby Wood 

Power Point  
10:00 
 

 
Josh Stekli 

 
Mike Wood 

 
Anna Spohler 

  
Josh Stekli 

 
Anna Spohler 

Offering Care-
givers 

 Kelly Cooley 
Scott Spohler 

Tim Amling 
Keith Languell 

Mike Wood 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Altar Guild  Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Altar Flowers  Carol Waggoner Jennie & Dan  
Mullet 

Jarod & Khara 
Cunningham 

Bluebird  

Eternal Flame       

The Five Finger Prayer 
 
The following was taken from: Bulletin Digest 
 
The five finger prayer is a great way to teach someone to pray, or a good model for anyone to use to pray. Re-
member, James 5:13-16 teaches us to pray for one another. 
 
First, your thumb is nearest you. Begin your  prayers by praying for  those closest to you. 
 
Second, the next finger, is the pointing finger. Pray for  those who teach, instruct and offer  comfor t. This 
can include teachers, doctors, and ministers. They need support and wisdom in pointing others in the right di-
rection. 
 
Third comes the tallest finger. It reminds us of our  leaders. Pray for  the president, leaders in business 
and industry, and administrators. These people shape our nation and guide the public in many different ways. 
They need God’s guidance. 
 
Fourth comes our ring finger. We could pray for  marr iages and families. We could also pray for  those 
who are weak, because our ring finger is the weakest of the five. You cannot pray too much for those who are 
weak, in trouble or in pain. 
 
Fifth comes our little finger. It is the smallest of the five. It should remind us of our  place in relation to 
God and others. God’s Word teaches us that, “the least shall be the greatest among you” (Matthew 23:11). 
Your pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself. By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, 
your own needs will be put into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively. 


