
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

380 Keny Blvd. 

London, OH  43140 

The Chimes 

Christ in us, the hope of glory! 

Pastor Blair Miller 
419-307-3521 

 
September 2020 

740-852-1522 
stjohnslondon@sbcglobal.net 
www.stjohnslondon.org 

Sunday’s  
Worship Service 

10AM 
  

St. John’s New Prayer Group 

Two quotes from our good friend, Martin Luther, who stated: 
 

-To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible 
than to be alive without breathing. 

and 
-I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer. 

 
I suspect that some of you have already heard these quotes, yet, probably not everyone has.  It 
doesn’t matter either way because the point that comes across speaks to the fact that prayer is 
essential to who we are as people of faith. Prayer is the very means by which we communicate 
with God. Like the breath we breathe, prayer is our lifeline for sharing thanks, lifting up  
concerns, and seeking guidance. Additionally, as heard in the 2nd quote, when our schedules 
overwhelm us & there is no room for anything else…that’s when we need to spend extra time 
praying!  
 

Prayer becomes a ministry when we pray for others.  St. John’s congregation has had a  
“prayer chain” ministry that in the past functioned quite well. As time has passed and changes 
have taken place, a growing desire to rejuvenate and create a more vital prayer ministry is  
being voiced.  A New Prayer ministry utilizing our “One Call” resource was shared in the  
recent letter sent to members and friends of our congregation. This provides an easy format. 
Here are a few of the particulars: 
 

-No longer is it necessary to have phone chains with one person calling another who in turn 
calls another…etc. etc. Now the calling process requires only “One Call” to inform those who 
have agreed to pray for special concerns whenever such things come up. No one else needs to 
make calls.  Everyone just listens to whatever information is shared and then is fully prepared 
to start praying for the individual person or situation requesting prayer.  That seems like  
something we all can do! 
 

-To be part of the prayer team, contact Debbie at the office or speak to Pr. Blair and we’ll get 
your name on the list of our newly forming “Prayer Group.” 
 
          -Continued on following page 



H.E.L.P. HOUSE & Food-thru-Faith 

Please pick up a few extra items while shopping and place your donations in the box marked “H.E.L.P. House” or basket 
marked “Food thru Faith” at the church entrance.  Your help is definitely appreciated!  During July, Food-thru-Faith 
served 12 families which included 19 adults and 4 children for a total of 23 people.   

Food thru Faith is in need of canned carrots, jelly and mixed vegetables. 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Grab and Go Senior Meals 
LifeCare Alliance is bringing nutritious and delicious meals to London for a safe and healthy drive thru lunch.  Every 
Friday in September, 10:30 - 11:30 at First Presbyterian Church, 211 Garfield Ave., London.  You will stay in your car 
and lunch will be passed to you.  All participants 60 years and over will get two meals to go!  There is no RSVP required 
and no income guidelines - all are welcome.  Masks are required for service, there is a one time paperwork that will need 
completed if you have not received services with LifeCare before.  Paperwork can be completed onsite, same day. There 
is no cost, but donations are welcome.   

Continued from page 1 

 
-To request prayer has two options (both contacting either Debbie or Pr. Blair): 
a.) If the prayer is for yourself, let us know what you would like to have shared. 
b.) If the prayer is for someone else, make sure you have their permission and are specific as to 
what they would like shared. We can pray without having lots of details.  
 

-We would plan to include those prayed for within our worship that week as well. 
 

Lastly… 
-We hope everyone who celebrates the power of prayer calls to join this ministry.     

          - Pastor Blair 

LLAMA the acronym…not the animal… 
 

As an acronym, LLAMA stands for Local London Area Minister’s Association 
which just recently formed as a group. Initially, the goal was simply to acquaint 
local pastors with one another, but our conversations opened up the potential for 
exploring some shared ministry together. We are an ecumenical body of churches 
including to date: Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, Nazarene, Presbyterian, and two 
that are non-denominational.  

 
At our most recent meeting, we discussed how we might be able to help support the Sufficient 
Grace food ministry which benefits elementary through high school students. As this relates to 
our community as a whole, this seems like a good opportunity for our churches to come to-
gether and share a common goal that focuses on our youth. We are still working on the details, 
but we know we will need volunteers to help pack and distribute the food boxes. As we learn 
more, we’ll let you know how you can help!     



 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a prayer 
request card in the church office.  In agreement with 
the HIPAA Law, a prayer request should not be  
published without the person’s knowledge. 

Church Council 
 

Tim Amling  Keith Languell 
Kelly Cooley  Scott Spohler 
Sharon Dillion  Mike Wood 
 

Next Council Meeting: Sept. 8th at 6PM 
in person at the church. 

Sean Sabulsky  
Bill Hodosko 
Aaron Patrick 
Tom Morris 
Sam Carter 
Roger Ruble 
Russ Palm 
Bill Streit 
Chris Brill 

Donna Lewis 
Diane Grubbs 
Anita Boiven 
Robert Taylor 
Lois Newman 
Derek Miller 
Gary Seckel 
Cheri Scurry 
Ray Scharf 

Sharon Heisler 
Maria Caine Jeffers 
Diane Swartz 
Rowena Wickline 
Shirley Mouser 
Grannie Kelly 
Linda Holloway 
Linda Geesling 
Linda Steinhouser 
 

Current Prayer Concerns: 

 

Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

September 

1.  Mr. & Mrs. Wally Ward  
4.  Charles Elliott 
6.  Mr. &  Mrs. Jeff Blain, Darcy Mast   
7.  Bradan Mast, Izzy Freeman 
8.  Paige Penwell,  
     Mr. & Mrs. Mike Wood          
14. Ryan Ernst, Ray Scharf 
15. Mr. & Mrs. Dale Widen, 
       Aodhan Kelly                                   
20.  Derek Fisher 
22. Ava Ackley 
24.  Mr. & Mrs. Nick Adkins 
26.  Lynette Salazar 
27.  Mr. & Mrs. Keith Languell,  
28.  Kyle Ball, Samuel Elliott,  
       Larry Farmer 
29.  Kelly Cooley 
30.  Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sellars 
        Mr. &  Mrs. Eric Friend 
        Jacob Toops, Eli Kuhn 

Buzzards, Bats, and Bumblebees 

The following was taken from “Bulletin Digest” 

If you put a buzzard in a pen six or eight feet square and entirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of his ability to fly, 
will be an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of ten or 
twelve feet. Without space to run, as is his habit, he will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life in a 
small jail with no top. 

The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble creature in the air, cannot take off from a level place. If 
it is placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about helplessly and, no doubt, painfully, until it reaches 
some slight elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash. 

A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler will be there until it dies unless it is taken out. It never sees the means of 
escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where 
none exists, until it completely destroys itself. 

In many ways, there are lots of people like the buzzard, the bat and the bumblebee. They are struggling about with all 
their problems and frustrations, not realizing that if they look up, they’ll find the answer. 

Kroger Rewards 

Thank you to everyone participating in the Kroger Community Rewards 
program. Those of you who shopped at Kroger between 5-1-2020 and  
7-31-2020, you helped contribute to the $92.10 total donation St. John’s 
received.  The Kroger Rewards goes into our Ekedahl Fund.  

I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart.  
And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give.  

So don’t be troubled or afraid. – John 14:27 



Worship Assistants for September 

 

 

Ministry  Sept. 6 Sept. 13 Sept. 20 Sept. 27 

Acolyte  
 10:00 
 

 
Keith Languell 

 
Gene Noble 

 
Andy Wood 

 
Tim Amling 

Lector  
10:00 
 

 
Kelly Cooley 

 
Bobby Wood 

 
D’Ann Stekli 

 
Scott Spohler 

Power Point  
10:00 
 

 
Mark Erbaugh 

 
Liz Lassel 

 
Anna Spohler 

  
Bobby Wood 

Offering  
Caregivers 

 Kelly Cooley 
Scott Spohler 

Tim Amling 
Keith Languell 

Mike Wood 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Altar Guild  Jerry & Deb Ball Jerry & Deb Ball Jerry & Deb Ball Jerry & Deb Ball 

Altar Flowers  Wally & Linda Ward George & Liz Lassel Bluebird  Retirement 
Community 

Eric & Susan Friend 

Eternal Flame  Tim & Dorothy  
Amling 

Tim & Dorothy  
Amling 

Tim & Dorothy  
Amling 

Tim & Dorothy  
Amling 

Please and Thank You 

Are basic manners (such as saying, “Please and “Thank you”) old-fashioned and a thing of the past? Why is it that adults 
have a hard time expressing appreciation for things they have been given? 

Zig Ziglar (known as “America’s Motivator”) has some interesting thoughts: 

“Of all the things a parent can teach a child, manners rates very close to the top of the “must teach” list. Number one, 
when a child is taught, from the time he or she can talk to say “thank you” you are teaching that child thankfulness. 
Number two, the insertion of the word “please” in a request changes the child from a demanding person to one who ac-
cepts the fact that when they ask a favor or make a request, the parent has no automatic obligation to respond favorably 
to that request. Response to “please” is much better than the “get this for me” demand type of approach. The child must 
be taught the idea that they must first serve before they can earn the right to command.” 

Being kind, courteous, and grateful will never go out of style or become old-fashioned. 

Let us strive to be gracious, respectful, and considerate of all with whom we come in contact. And may we always count 
our blessings-being grateful to our heavenly Father for His love and mercy. 

“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Eph. 4:32). 

“Give thank in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thess. 5:18). 


