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There’s a chill in the air… 
 and it isn’t just the squirrels, birds, and caterpillars that are taking note. Farmers recognize that 
harvest season is upon us. Homeowners are washing windows and putting away patio furni-
ture. Everyone seems to know that even as temperatures warm-up during the day, at night they 
drop lower and lower indicating something’s coming and it’s time to get ready. When that 
“something” points toward winter, not all of us will welcome its arrival…but…ready or not, 
it’s coming! 

 
There is a chill in the air as we enter the month of October. That means it’s time to start the 
semi-annual wardrobe shift to put away our shorts and t-shirts in exchange for long sleeve 
shirts, sweaters, jackets, hats and gloves. We usually balance this by doing favorite things we 
associate with this time of year: Friday Night football complete with players, band, cheerlead-
ers & enthusiastic fans; bon fires; hayrides; going to an orchard to pick apples or the pumpkin 
patch to select one most special! You say: Oh, no, we can’t do that this year…these are just 
more things to add to our already long Covid-19 “can’t do” list. But is that true? Tell that to 
the crowd Ellen and I saw as we drove past Young’s Dairy Farm this past Sunday afternoon.    
With all the cars that were parked in several lots, it appeared many were making sure that 
beautiful day wasn’t wasted, and some sense of tradition was maintained. There are many 
things like this we can do safely, we just have to think creatively. 
 
There is also a chill in the air unrelated to outside temperatures. Those of us who watched the 
first Presidential Debate were able to observe how occasional heated exchange of words were 
unable to warm-up the undeniably cool disposition each candidate demonstrated toward the 
other.  Is this a tradition?  I don’t know if it is really any worse than what has happened in  
former years, but civility, decorum, and professionalism were all clearly absent. How does this 
help us feel hopeful for having vision for our future?  I’m just thankful it happens only every 
four years!  
 
There’s a chill in the air most of us can adjust with thermostats in our homes, but how do we 
warm-up some of our own relationships that have gone cold; devoid of warmth and love?  
Something more important than watching political opponents duke it out as a war of words on 
a stage, would be to take a good look at the words we share on a daily basis in our homes, in 
our congregation, and in our community. 
                                             - Continued on following page 



 

 

 

H.E.L.P. HOUSE & Food-thru-Faith 

Please pick up a few extra items while shopping and place your donations in the box marked “H.E.L.P. House” or basket 
marked “Food thru Faith” at the church entrance.  Your help is definitely appreciated!  During August, Food-thru-Faith 
served 12 families which included 19 adults and 2 children for a total of 21 people.   

Food thru Faith is in need of canned carrots, jelly and mixed vegetables. 

Help House is in need of peanut butter, toothpaste & tooth brushes, deodorant, bath soap, shampoo. 

Birthday Wishes 

Mary Komives, mother of Debbie Vecchiarelli and Marty Komives, turned 100 years old in April.  Unfortunately all 

celebrations were cancelled.  We would like to shower Mary with birthday cards and we will read them all to her.  You 

can just hand them to Debbie Vecchiarelli, Marty Komives or Elaine Komives.  Thank you in advance. 

Debbie Vecchiarelli 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to everyone who donated food items, monetary donations, and all the volunteers who made the Help House 

dinner possible!  The next Help House dinner will be on Dec. 21.  

--Continued from page 1 

 
With so much brokenness & animosity surrounding us, we wonder if reconciliation is even an 
option. Although, we can’t change the world by ourselves, we can make a change in the world 
by starting with ourselves. We pray to God who created us all: for those we love as well as 
those we aren’t sure we really like, knowing for sure, that God really loves them, too. Then we 
look for ways to stretch further the Light of Christ which kindles a fire among us…not fire for 
roasting marshmallows or for political unrest…but a fire that melts hearts and minds with 
Christ’s love. 
 
We need that.  Everyone needs the Light of Christ to point us in a new direction. These times 
feel uncertain, and uncertainty often manifests itself in negative ways. Ill-chosen words…lack 
of patience…heightened frustration should not be the tone that define us. We are preparing for 
days that are coming. Some of those days will be welcomed more than others, but the over-all 
future will be welcomed by us all because we know the One who holds the future is also the 
One who holds us in it!   
 
The Kingdom of God…the Kingdom of heaven…the Kingdom of Jesus, whatever we call it, it 
is coming and we can count on that! We’re not sure when…sometime between summer and 
fall, fall and winter, winter and spring, spring and summer… ready or not, it’s coming. When it 
does, we will all welcome its arrival because, unlike anything else that presently surrounds us, 
here is the Truth of God’s love bringing us hope and filling us with everlasting peace! 
 
        Peace be yours!  Pastor Blair 

 



 

 

Lutheran World Relief Soap Drive 

Thank you to everyone who donated wrapped bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief.  The soap drive is  
continuing.  If you would like to donate, please put your wrapped bars of soap in the basket at the church entrance. 

 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a prayer 
request card in the church office.  In agreement with 
the HIPAA Law, a prayer request should not be  
published without the person’s knowledge. 

Church Council 
 

Tim Amling  Keith Languell 
Kelly Cooley  Scott Spohler 
Sharon Dillion  Mike Wood 
 

Next Council Meeting: Oct. 13th at 7PM 
in person at the church. 

Care Group 

Interested in learning about the Care Group?  It’s not difficult.  You send birthday, anniversary, get well, etc. cards to a 
few families.  The church furnishes the cards.  It’s nice to be remembered and you‘ll feel good for doing the remember-
ing!  Questions, please see Debbie Ball or the church office.   

Prayers and Sympathy 
Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of Diane Grubbs who recently entered the Church Triumphant. 

Will Cooley, hip surgery 
Scott Ackley 
Will Cooley 
Khara Cunningham 
Sean Sabulsky  
Bill Hodosko 
Aaron Patrick 
Tom Morris 
Roger Ruble 
Russ Palm 
 

Chris Brill 
Donna Lewis 
Bill Streit 
Anita Boiven 
Robert Taylor 
Lois Newman 
Derek Miller 
Gary Seckel 
Cheri Scurry 
 

Ray Scharf 
Wyman Haskins 
Sharon Heisler 
Maria Caine Jeffers 
Diane Swartz 
Grannie Kelly 
Linda Holloway 
Linda Geesling 
Linda Steinhouser 
 

Current Prayer Concerns: 

 

Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

October 
         
1.   Scott Spohler 
3.   Jeanne White 
4.   Cheryl Ferguson  
5.   Brynne Adkins, Connor Cooley 
6.   Wanda Scharf, William Cooley                     
11. Mike Toy, Kirsten Eades 
12. Melanie Heckel 
14. Melanie Eichenlaub, Melonie  
       Fisher, Terri Widen 
16. Mr. & Mrs. Mike Datz,  
      Owen Kuhn 
18. Mike Amling, Steve Cooley,  
      Christopher Blain, Sharon Dillion 
19. Shaundra Sayre 
21. Jarrod Cunningham 
22. Deb Ball, Gary Peters, Marilyn  
      Ballenger 
23. Elaine Komives, Gene Noble 
24. Aryn Ackely, Tom Jasper 
29. Angela Harris 

"Winter is an etching, 
spring a watercolor, 

summer an oil  
painting and autumn 
a mosaic of them all." 

 
Stanley Horowitz 

 



Worship Assistants for October 

 

 

 
Ministry 

  
October 4 

 
October 11 

 
October 18 

 
October 25 

Acolyte  
 10:00 
 

 
Andy Wood 

 
Nancy Hodosko 

 
Keith Languell 

 
Tim Amling 

Lector  
10:00 
 

 
Scott Spohler 

 
Karen Streit 

 
Sharon Dillion 

 
Linda Ward 

Power Point  
10:00 
 

 
Mark Erbaugh 

 
Liz Lassel 

 
Anna Spohler 

  
Mike Wood 

Offering  
Caregivers 

 Kelly Cooley 
Scott Spohler 

Tim Amling 
Keith Languell 

Mike Wood 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Altar Guild  Debbie Henneman Debbie Henneman Debbie Henneman Debbie Henneman 

Altar Flowers  Steve & Kelly Cooley Dan & Jennie Mullett Debbie Vecchiarelli Jim & Sharon Dilion 

Eternal Flame  Jim & Sharon Dillion Jim & Sharon Dillion Jim & Sharon Dillion Jim & Sharon Dillion 

 

“Make sure you see what you are looking at.” 

The following was taken from Bulletin Digest. 

This was a recommendation handed out to all drivers at Federal Express one morning. The new safety division had decid-
ed that this bit of advice would help us avoid an accident. The common thought among all the drivers, though, was that 
we were paying somebody a lot of money for coming up with silly slogans. 

Yet I couldn’t get this thought out of my mind that day. And for the next few days, I realized how many times I didn’t 
see something that was right in front of my nose. How could I have missed it? I could have had an accident and would 
have wondered how it could have happened. It was because I did not see what I was looking at. 

I wonder how many times this happens with our relationships. Is it possible that most of our conflicts happen when we 
fail to “see” where the other person is coming from? Can problems be caused by our failure to “see” things from the oth-
er person’s point of view? Could it be that many times we refuse someone else’s interpretation of things? 

A major ingredient in all healthy relationships is understanding. Being willing to “see” things from the other person’s 
point of view. Paul says it this way: “Therefore, as God ’s chosen people…clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one an-
other” (Colossians 3:12-13). 

Relationships are too important to our well-being to risk losing any of them. And the way to build and maintain them is 
to be willing to see the things you are looking at, maybe from another person’s point of view. 

Just as understanding God will build your relationship with Him, understanding those around you will do the same for 
those relationships. 


