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Rejoice…Give Thanks and Sing! 
 

You may be saying to yourself: What planet is he living on?  I suppose this may seem to be 
asking a lot during an extended period of worldwide pandemic. Just when we thought we 
might be seeing some light for getting ourselves on the other side of these very challenging 
times, the number of new cases and hospitalizations are going the wrong direction, up instead 
of down. When such things happen, we are bound to feel more than just a little discouraged…
and we may even begin to question what there is to Rejoice...Give Thanks…and Sing about! 
Yet, there is so much for which we can feel grateful, if only we take the time to remind our-
selves. 
 
Isn’t it rather sad that we need to remind ourselves to be thankful? I guess it should not be all 
that surprising.  I remember a couple years back, when Ellen and I went camping on an Octo-
ber weekend that the campground had scheduled an afternoon for “trick or treating.”  Our 
grandchildren were able to come for the day, and while some grown-ups accompanied the chil-
dren around to various sites, a couple of us stayed back to pass out candy.  For the most part, 
children said their “trick or treat” followed with a “thank you,” but I was amazed at how many 
said nothing…just took the candy and left.  Even parents standing near-by failed to provide the 
gentle reminder to their kids to show appreciation by saying “thank you.”  I find it hard to be-
lieve anyone wouldn’t feel grateful when others are handing them free candy!  
 
I guess I’ve come to realize that we never truly outgrow the need to be reminded to say “thank 
you” for the big and little things we receive each and every day of our lives. Yet, this time of 
year naturally seems to generate a spirit of gratitude. We are fortunate to live in a rural area 
and to have watched as seeds planted grew until the time of harvest. This year, many farmers 
lamented the lack of rain during a critical time for growth. Each year varies, and so does the 
yield, but we usually see that the hard work pays off as the harvest brings forth abundance. We 
say thank you, Lord.  
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H.E.L.P. HOUSE & Food-thru-Faith 

Please pick up a few extra items while shopping and place your donations in the box marked “H.E.L.P. House” or basket 
marked “Food thru Faith” at the church entrance.  Your help is definitely appreciated!  During September, Food-thru-
Faith served 16 families which included 23 adults and 6 children for a total of 29 people.   

Help House is in need of peanut butter, toothpaste & tooth brushes, deodorant, bath soap, shampoo. 

Food thru Faith is in need of canned carrots, jelly and mixed vegetables. 

 

Fall/Winter Scheduling 

Unfortunately, because of the circumstances surrounding Covid 19, we have not been able to have our normal exciting 
annual  events at St. John’s that we look forward to each year.  We have looked ahead and came to the conclusion that 
there will not be a Card and Craft Show this year or Breakfast with Santa.  Hopefully, 2021 will look much more  
promising and we can continue with our yearly events. 

Continued from page 1 
 
Saying thank you feels Good!  Sharing our thanks to the Lord our God, the Source of every 
blessing, feels Best!  In fact, this causes our hearts to sing!  I’m not sure how Thanksgiving is 
going to feel this year…will it be less joyous? Our gatherings for dinner, which often reserves 
certain food for that day alone, may not have as many people present, but most likely it will 
have just as much food: Comfort food.  
 
We would welcome some comfort about now. Yet no matter what’s going on in the world 
around us, our blessings are abundant.  We are blessed in our relationships, especially the one 
we share with Jesus, our loving God. Not only is He the Source of every blessing, He is the 
One who helps us see them in the midst of challenge; at the center of our questions; into our 
deepest darkness as He provides our Light. God keeps on giving without us asking.  
Let’s Rejoice…Give Thanks…and Sing!      
                    Pastor Blair 

 

To all the faithful people at St. John’s… 

 Remember, each and every one of you is a blessing! 
 
 On behalf of the Church Council and myself, we count you as blessings, and thank you 
 for the support you have shown throughout these last few challenging months. As you 
 have continued to share your God-given gifts of time, talent and possessions, I am  
 reminded of the phrase our Synod states regularly: We are stronger together.   

 We can add this truth: We are stronger together in Christ Jesus! 
 
God’s Peace be yours! 

Pastor Blair 

 



 

 

Lutheran World Relief Soap Drive 

Thank you to everyone who donated wrapped bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief.  The soap drive is  
continuing.  If you would like to donate, please put your wrapped bars of soap in the basket at the church entrance. 

 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a prayer 
request card in the church office.  In agreement with 
the HIPAA Law, a prayer request should not be  
published without the person’s knowledge. 

Church Council 
 

Tim Amling  Keith Languell 
Kelly Cooley  Scott Spohler 
Sharon Dillion  Mike Wood 
 
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, Nov. 10th  

at 7:00PM in person at the church. 

Care Group 

Interested in learning about the Care Group?  It’s not difficult.  You send birthday, anniversary, get well, etc. cards to a 
few families.  The church furnishes the cards.  It’s nice to be remembered and you‘ll feel good for doing the remember-
ing!  Questions, please see Debbie Ball or the church office.   

Scott Spohler & family 
Barbara Sellars 
Charlene Olsen 
Will Cooley 
Scott Ackley 
Khara Cunningham 
Sean Sabulsky  
Bill Hodosko 
Aaron Patrick 
Tom Morris 
Roger Ruble 
 

Wally Ward 
Chris Brill 
Donna Lewis 
Anita Boiven 
Robert Taylor 
Lois Newman 
Derek Miller 
Gary Seckel 
Cheri Scurry 
Russ Palm 

Bill Streit 
Ray Scharf 
Wyman Haskins 
Sharon Heisler 
Maria Caine Jeffers 
Diane Swartz 
Grannie Kelly 
Linda Holloway 
Linda Geesling 
Linda Steinhouser 
 

Current Prayer Concerns: 

 

Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

November 
         
2. Anna Ernst 
8.    Maggie Wagner 
11.  Sophia Penwell 
13. Brandi Ackley, Amy Burke,  
       Logan Dillion 
14. Mary Datz, Pat Kelley 
17. William Jones 
20.  Aaron Patrick 
23. Dorrian Amling, Cory Penwell 
24. Jeff Horn, Patty Rose 
25.  Eileen West 

 

Thank You 

Dear St. John’s, 

Thank you for choosing me for the scholarship.  It helped me with 
my tuition and textbooks!  I appreciate everything the church has 
helped me with.   

Sincerely,  

Gracie Gaston 

Prayers and Sympathy 

Our prayers and sympathy to Scott Spohler and family on the death of Scott’s mother, Sandie Spohler who recently  
entered the Church Triumphant. 



Worship Assistants for November 

 

 

 
Ministry 

  
November 1 

 
November 8 

 
November 15 

 
November 22 

 
November 29 

Acolyte  
 10:00 
 

 
Gene Noble 

 
Andy Wood 

 
Keith Languell 

 
Anna Spohler 

 
Tim Amling 

Lector  
10:00 
 

 
D’Ann Stekli 

 
Bobby Wood 

 
Eileen West 

 
Mark Erbaugh 

 
Dana Fisher 

Power Point  
10:00 
 

 
Mark Erbaugh 

 
Liz Lassel 

 
Anna Spohler 

  
Mike Wood 

 
Liz Lassel 

Offering  
Caregivers 

 Kelly Cooley 
Scott Spohler 

Tim Amling 
Keith Languell 

Mike Wood 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Altar Guild  Deb Ball 
Melonie Fisher 

Deb Ball 
Melonie Fisher 

Deb Ball 
Melonie Fisher 

Deb Ball 
Melonie Fisher 

Deb Ball 
Melonie Fisher 

Altar Flowers  Jerry & Deb Ball Bluebird  
Retirement  
Community 

 Peg Saupe Nisbet  

Eternal Flame  Wally & Linda 
Ward 

Wally & Linda 
Ward 

Wally & Linda 
Ward 

Wally & Linda 
Ward 

Wally & Linda 
Ward 

 

In Every Thing Give Thanks 

The following was taken from Bulletin Digest 

“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). This state-
ment Paul wrote to the church of Thessalonica is one that should be applied to our lives daily. During the holiday season, 
there is an emphasis on the need for being thankful. However, if we adopt the attitude Paul commanded, we will give 
thanks “in every thing,” at all times, and not just during Thanksgiving. 

Notice that Paul admonished to “give thanks.” This term implies that God wants His children not only to feel thankful, 
but also to “express” gratitude and thanksgiving. Paul taught this same principle in writing to the church at Ephesus: 
“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). It 
will do us all good to “give” thanks to God through prayer. 

By offering prayers of thanksgiving to God, we are reminded that we are dependent on God for all things. Every “good 
and perfect” gift is from God (James 1:17). Without His blessings upon our lives, we would have nothing. “For in him 
we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28). Every breath, every meal, every ray of sunshine is from His boun-
tiful hand. 

Further, consider that Paul instructed us to give thanks “in everything.” He did not teach that we should be thankful “for” 
everything. Certainly, we should not be thankful “for” gang violence, child abuse, broken homes or divorce. Neverthe-
less, Christians can learn to be thankful “in” all circumstances. For the Christian, there is always a “bright side.” In all 
circumstances, there is the quiet confidence and calm assurance that comes from knowing God and being close to Him. 
The Father has promised that He will never leave or forsake His children (Hebrews 13:5-6). Finally, notice from the text 
that being thankful is “the will of God in Christ Jesus.” Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount that “doing the Father’s 
will” is necessary to go to heaven: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). “Doing” the Father’s will is vital! It is only 
by doing His will that we can enter into the kingdom of heaven. We might think that “doing the Father’s will” involves 
some “great” accomplishment that would dazzle others who heard of it. But Paul taught that simply being thankful in 
everything is part of doing God’s will. 

In view of these thoughts, we should all realize the great importance of being thankful. If we have not been “giving 
thanks in everything,” then a change is in order. A day should not pass without every responsible person giving thanks to 
God for the countless blessings He provides. 


