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Do You Hear What I Hear? 
 
I bet you are thinking that I’m still celebrating Christmas and sharing words of a familiar 
Christmas song, right? There is some truth to the fact that I am still celebrating Christmas,     
and rightfully so.  The Twelve Days of Christmas extend to Epiphany, January 6th. But it’s not 
words of a song I celebrate; it’s the message of the actual event, Christmas! The traditional 
story of Jesus’ nativity combines details from two gospel accounts (Luke with shepherds and 
angels & Matthew with wise men following a magnificent star), but do you hear what I hear? 
 
The Christmas Story is Part 1…it tells of the birth of Jesus, but that’s just the beginning…there 
remains Part 2 yet to come! Still, Part 1 is hugely significant, vastly surprising, and completely 
unexpected. Do we ever take enough time to stop & listen to consider what God has done for 
us & why? Compared to God, we are nothing…and nothing is what we think of ourselves as 
being much of the time. We know our flaws & imperfections inside-out; we would never  
imagine God would want to give us a second thought! That’s where the surprise begins: God 
doesn’t give up on His creation which includes us. God loves us even with our flaws! In that,  
I hear, our personal values as individuals really isn’t determined by us or the things we do…
rather, it is determined by God’s love for us! 
 

Part 2 reveals God’s love for us is so great that God’s self (our Lord Jesus) took on flesh and 
blood, lived with us, felt our pain & sorrow…shared our joys & laughter…sensed our despair 
and sought to restore in us a vison filled with promise and new hope. There is no other God 
like this. Other gods exist only in our heads portraying empty promises & unreasonable  
expectations causing a great deal of frustration. Who could achieve what inner voices stir up in 
us? No one.  We will always fall short and fail to see our own potential…except when we see 
Jesus with us! The full story of Jesus requires more than hearing the story of His birth. We are 
called to walk with Jesus as He journeys ever-closer to the cross leading to a surprise ending:  

an empty tomb. 
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H.E.L.P. HOUSE & Food-thru-Faith 

Please pick up a few extra items while shopping and place your donations in the box marked “H.E.L.P. House” or basket 
marked “Food thru Faith” at the church entrance.  Your help is definitely appreciated!  During November, Food-thru-
Faith served 18 families which included 19 adults and 4 children for a total of 23 people.   

Help House is in need of peanut butter, toothpaste & tooth brushes, deodorant, bath soap, shampoo. 

Food thru Faith is in need of canned carrots, jelly and mixed vegetables. 

 

 

Winter Weather Cancellation Policy 

Church Council has determined that if Madison County is on a level 2 or 3,  

worship will be cancelled for that day. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
January 31st—11:00 AM 

 

St. John’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be held following the 10:00AM worship service on January 31st.  
The proposed budget for 2021 will be presented for approval along with affirming two new members for  

St. John’s Church Council. 

….Continued from page 1 

 
Do you hear what I hear?   I hear…Jesus did for us what we could not do for ourselves.  
I hear …Christ Jesus brings light into our darkness and newfound hope to our despair. Yes, 
even in this year of global pandemic, as lives feel threatened and many have been lost, we  
discover the hope that rises within us comes from the Light of Jesus’ Love.  I also hear…that 
the message of God’s love is more than a bunch of nice words. They have meaning. They have 
depth. They assure us God is present with us and there’s nothing stronger than God’s love 
which brightens everything we see as dark. Even these dark days, which challenge us in so 
many ways, provide no match for the power of the Lord our God. Take some time to  
Stop and Listen very closely. Do you hear what I hear? It’s the story of God’s saving grace that 
brings the gift of God’s redeeming love to you and me. Believe it and trust it.  

Not only is it true…It’s true for you! 

          Blessings to all as we enter this New Year. 
          Pastor Blair 

 

 

Thank You 
 

Dear Members and Friends of St. John’s, 

I want to share with you deep appreciation for the kindness shown through the very generous gift presented to me this 
Christmas on behalf of the congregation.  This has been a very challenging year for all of us, but as we strive to remain 
faithful to the One who is so faithful to us...we will be strengthened for a new day that we hope is made visible in the 
coming New Year.  Thank you for being the people of God you are. 

May Christ’s peace and Joy be ever present. 

Pastor Blair and Ellen 



 

 

Prayer Requests 

If you have a prayer request, please pick up a prayer 
request card in the church office.  In agreement with 
the HIPAA Law, a prayer request should not be  
published without the person’s knowledge. 

Marian Fisher 
Barbara Sellars 
Charlene Olsen 
Will Cooley 
Scott Ackley 
Khara Cunningham 
Sean Sabulsky  
Bill Hodosko 
Tom Morris 
Roger Ruble 

Wally Ward 
Chris Brill 
Donna Lewis 
Anita Boiven 
Robert Taylor 
Lois Newman 
Derek Miller 
Gary Seckel 
Cheri Scurry 
Russ Palm 

Bill Streit 
Ray Scharf 
Wyman Haskins 
Sharon Heisler 
Diane Swartz 
Grannie Kelly 
Linda Holloway 
Linda Geesling 
Linda Steinhouser 

Current Prayer Concerns: 

Prayers and Sympathy: 

We extend our prayers of Christian sympathy 
to Amy McComas and family on the death of 
Amy’s sister, Debby Larkins.  Debby entered 
the Church Triumphant on December 5th. 

Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

January 
         
1.   Mr. & Mrs. Bill Blain, Jacob Datz 
2.   Sonia Hazlett 
4.   Mike Datz 
5.   Sara Burke, Brookston Fisher  
7.   Debbie Vecchiarelli 
8.   Rich Payson 
9.   Dave Lazenby, Kayle Mast 
12. Mr. & Mrs. Scott Ackley, 
      Amy McComas, Judy Ruble 
16.  Bailey Ernst, Barbara Sellars 
19.  Adalyn Ball 
20. Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hayman 
       Kenton Komives 
21. Mr. & Mrs. Al Datz  
22. Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Eades 
       Logan Dillion      
26. Sabrina Burke 
30  Bailee Mayne, Bryce Mayne 

 

Church Council 
 

Tim Amling  Keith Languell 
Kelly Cooley  Scott Spohler 
Sharon Dillion  Mike Wood 
 
Next Council Meeting: Monday, Jan. 11th  

at 7:00PM in person at the church. 

 

Storms of Life 

At some point in life most of us face many types of health, financial, family or other serious problem. Recently, it seems 
that “storm clouds” have encircled many due to lost jobs, poor health and the economic situation in our country. It would 
be quite easy to begin counting our problems instead of our blessings. 

Life is precious. It was given each of us by God. He understands that we face difficulties in this short  sojourn on earth. 
Yet, trials and sufferings are a part of life itself, brought on by the sin in the world since Adam and Eve. 

Tragedies may come, jobs may be lost, diseases may rack our bodies, or business losses may cause financial disasters. 
There may be times when we feel we are all alone and overcome by life’s difficulties. God did not promise to take away 
our troubles. But, He did promise that the Lord would never leave nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). When trials surround 
us, He offers comfort and hope through His Word (Romans 15:4). He gives us peace through Christ (John 16:4; Philippi-
ans 4:7). If we are in Christ then nothing can separate us from God’s love (Romans 8:35-39). 

When the storms of life comes our way, let us call to mind the words of the apostle Peter, “casting all your care upon 
Him; for He careth for you” (1 Peter 5:7). 

The above article was used by permission from  Bulletin Digest. 



Worship Assistants for January 

 

 

 

 
Ministry 

  
January 3 

 
January 10 

 
January 17 

 
January 31 

 
January 24 

Acolyte  
10:00 

 
Tim Amling 

 
Keith Languell 

 
Nancy Hodosko 

 
Kirstin Eades 

 
Andy Wood 

Lector  
10:00 
 

 
Ellen Miller 

 
Bobby Wood 

 
Elaine Komives 

 
Eileen West 

 
Scott Spohler 

Power Point  
10:00 
 

 
Liz Lassel 

 
Anna Spohler 

 
Bobby Wood 

  
Mike Wood 

 
Anna Spohler 

Offering  
Caregivers 

 Kelly Cooley 
Scott Spohler 

Tim Amling 
Keith Languell 

Mike Wood 
Kelly Cooley 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Sharon Dillion 
Nancy Hodosko 

Altar Guild  Amy McComas 
Linda Ward 

Amy McComas 
Linda Ward 

Amy McComas 
Linda Ward 

Amy McComas 
Linda Ward 

Amy McComas 
Linda Ward 

Altar Flowers       

Eternal 
Flame 

    
Al & Fran Datz 
 

  

The following article was taken from “Bulletin Digest.” 
 
Making a Difference in the Family 

God gave each member of the family a role to play. Each one playing his or her part will make a difference in the 
family, as can be seen in Paul’s instructions to the saints in Ephesus. 

Christian wives are to place themselves under the control of their husbands as one means of showing that they are 
yielding to the Lord (5:22). God made man the head of the family, foreshadowing the relationship of Christ to the 
church. Jesus demonstrated His love for the church by giving His life for her. Husbands should be ready to sacrifice 
their lives for their wives (5:23-25). The self-sacrificing nature of the Savior is a perfect example for each husband to 
follow. Wives whose husbands are willing to die for them have little trouble with submission. 

Children are instructed to keep on obeying their parents (6:1-3). The only limitation to this is the expression ”in the 
Lord,” which means a child may refuse to obey his or her parents if they ask them to do something wrong in the 
sight of God. The fifth of the Ten Commandments reads, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you” (Exodus 20:5). Paul described it as the “first command-
ment with promise” because obeying and honoring one’s parents is well-suited to developing a character that will 
cause one to live a long life on earth. Obedience requires one to grow in self-control, self-discipline, recognition of 
authority and a teachable spirit, all of which are necessary ingredients for a good life. 

Fathers can facilitate the obedience of their children by not provoking them to wrath (6:4). Discipline is an important 
part of the parent and child relationship, but harsh discipline can cause a child to strike back. Inconsistency in disci-
pline can lead to outbursts of anger. Fathers do not need to laugh about things a little child does and then spank for 
the same action when the child is a little older. 

You can make a difference in your family! Godly parents can make a positive difference in their families. 


